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What Does the Kingdom of God Look Like? 

The Kingdom Is . . . 
1. Already and Not Yet:  

Jesus proclaimed that the Kingdom was “at  hand” (Mark 1:15), and yet He taught us 
to pray for it to come. Theologians call this the “now and not yet” tension – God’s 
reign has begun through Jesus, but its fullness is still to come. 

2. Personal and Communal: 
The Kingdom starts in the heart but never stays there. It transforms relationships, 
systems, and communities. It calls us into justice, mercy, humility, and peace. 

3. Empowered by God’s Spirit: 
Entry into the Kingdom is not through effort alone, but grace and the indwelling 
presence of the Holy Spirit, who enables transformation. The Spirit forms character, 
renews hearts, and aligns our wills with God’s purpose on Earth. 

4. Upside-Down: 
In the Kingdom, the poor are blessed, the meek inherit, the mourners are comforted 
(Matthew 5:3-10). This reverses worldly expectations. As Donald Kraybill says, “Jesus’ 
Kingdom turns the world’s values on their head.” 

5. Present in Slivers: 
We see glimpses of the Kingdom in acts of compassion, forgiveness, reconciliation, 
and love. These are the signs that heaven is breaking into earth. 

6. Rooted in the King: 
The Kingdom cannot be separated from the King. It is not a generic moral code – it is 
the life and mission of Jesus extended into the world. To seek the Kingdom is to seek 
the King. 

Participating in the Kingdom . . . 
• Ordinary Life, Eternally Infused 

 Washing dishes with gratitude, not resentment. 
 Listening deeply instead of rushing to reply. 
 Tending to your child, spouse, or student as sacred work. 
 Walking to the mailbox prayerfully, knowing God is going with you. 
 Practicing forgiveness and peacemaking in your homes and communities. 
 The Kingdom is “local and earthy,” and appears in the most unglamorous 

spaces. 
 

• A Life of Discipleship to Jesus 
 Being a Christ follower isn’t just believing in Jesus – it’s learning from Him how 

to live. 
 Prioritizing what Jesus prioritized: love, joy, peace, patience, generosity. 
 Training in attention, trust, truth-telling, and forgiveness. 
 Trusting that Jesus is smart, not just good, and adjusting your daily life strategy 

accordingly. 
 Discipleship is the process of becoming the kind of person Jesus would be if He 

were you. 
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• Joining a Subversive Community 
 Eating with outsiders. 
 Defecting from systems of power and ego. 
 Valuing small, faithful acts over big performances. 
 Choosing downward mobility and taking up your cross daily. 
 Welcoming the marginalized, not out of pity but shared dignity. 
 Welcoming strangers and enemies as family. 

 
• Participating in New Creation 

 Being a living preview of God’s future world: 
o Planting beauty where there is ugliness. 
o Seeking justice where there is exploitation. 
o Becoming a signpost that resurrection life is not a fantasy – it’s already 

begun. 
 Embracing the slow 

work of God’s 
transformation – one 
human heart at a time. 

 Living lives infused with 
Christ’s love so that 
others see a better way. 

 Jesus didn’t come to 
snatch souls from the 
earth to heaven, but to 
bring heaven’s life to 
earth. 
 

• What Someone Might See in You 
 Peace without apathy – a calm center even in chaos. 
 Bold humility – not self-important, but not self-doubting either. 
 Unexpected joy – laughing freely, grieving deeply, resisting despair. 
 Intentional choices – living slowly, with purpose, not on autopilot. 
 Compelling love – that crosses boundaries, carries burdens, and surprises 

enemies. 
 Turning away from fear-driven control to Spirit-led trust. 

 
To pray “Your Kingdom come” is to long for this reality – not just in the world but in your own 
life, relationships, and heart. 
 


